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PERISCOPE. 


Sick Headaches and Astigmatism. —H. Bendelach Hewetson 
reports (Med. Times and Gazette , March 21, 1885) a number of 
cases of headache, some accompanied with vomiting, vertigo, etc., 
which were cured by the correction of astigmatic and other optical 
defects present. His conclusions are “that many cases of sick 
headache, when dependent on visual disorder, are the result of the 
more ordinary forms of optical error, hypermetropia or myopia, 
complicated by astigmatism. If the astigmatism be completely 
corrected by glasses, which are constantly worn, my cases go to 
show that the bilious vomiting, headache, and chronic dyspepsia 
will also disappear.” It does not appear, however, from the re¬ 
port that all H’s cases were true migraine ; some certainly were not, 
though aggravated cases of their kind. 


The Treatment of Hysteria by Isolation. —In the Medical 
Times and Gazette is given an abstract of a lecture by Charcot, in 
which the latter insists upon isolation in the treatment of certain 
forms of hysteria, and expresses the opinion that by such means 
we can stifle in the bud nascent hysteria, especially in male chil¬ 
dren. In illustration, he gives an account of four interesting, 
cases. Three were cases of hysterical convulsions occurring in 
children of the same family, and brought on in the first place in 
one child by witnessing some spiritualistic performances, and ex¬ 
cited in the other two children by witnessing the attacks of the 
first child. The fourth case was one of hysterical anorexia. The 
case was an aggravated one, the symptoms being most alarming. 
After isolation was submitted to, the patient, a little girl, recovered 
and made the following confession : “ As long as my parents did 
not leave me, or, in other words, while you had not triumphed 
(for I was aware that it was you who separated us in spite of their 
pretended reasons), I believed that my disease was not dangerous, 
and as I had a horror of eating I did not eat. But when I saw 
that you were master, I became alarmed, and in spite of my repug¬ 
nance I tried to eat, and gradually the power of doing so came back.” 


Ligature of the Common Carotid for Trigeminal Neur¬ 
algia. —Dr. Joseph C. Hutchinson reports (Med. News , April 
1 1, 1885) two cases. In one case the operation gave complete 
relief for three years and eight months, when the pain returned ; 
in the other, not the slightest benefit was obtained. The histories 
of the cases make interesting reading. The first case had been 
three times previously operated upon, and twice reported as cured, 
but the pain each time returned after varying periods. (The 
operations were removal of molar tooth, removal of alveolar pro¬ 
cess, and excision of inferior maxillary nerve.) The second case 
had been previously operated upon four times, and after failure to 
cure by ligaturing the carotid, a sixth operation was performed, 
viz., the superior maxillary nerve was removed. This gave relief 
for two and a half months. 
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Hiiter collected fifty-four cases in which the common carotid 
was tied for trigeminal neuralgia. Of these, three died—five per 
cent. The operation was done after all other treatment, medical 
and surgical, had failed. Prof. John Wyeth has tabulated fourteen 
cases (including the first of Hutchinson’s cases, which are classed 
among the cured, but the disease returned since the publication 
of his paper, and three years and eight months after the artery was 
tied). Gross has added one case, and Hutchinson one—in all,, 
sixteen cases. Of these, one died ; fifteen recovered. Of these 
last, two were total failures, eight were cured, six temporarily re¬ 
lieved—one for two years, one for three years and eight months, 
one for four years, one for eight months, one for eleven months,, 
one for a short period. 


The Excision of a Tumor from the Brain ( Lancet , Dec. 20, 
1884).—The first attempt to remove a tumor from the the brain has 
been made by Mr. Rickman J. Godlee by the advice of Dr.. 
Hughes Bennett, and has awakened considerable interest. 

The case was that of a young man twenty-five years old. The 
symptoms were slight twitchings in the left side of the face and 
tongue, which gradually increased in severity till they culminated 
in general convulsions and loss of consciousness. Later, spasmodic 
twitchings followed by paralysis of arm and hand, that of fingers 
and wrist being complete. Also twitchings and weakness of left 
leg. Comparative immobility of left side of face. Double neuritis. 
Also paroxyms of severe lancinating pain in the head and uncon¬ 
trollable vomiting. Dr. Bennett concluded that, First : There was 
a tumor of the brain. Second : It involved the cortical substance. 
Third: It was of limited size, as it destroyed the centres for the 
hand, and only caused irritation of the neighboring centres ; and 
fourth, it was situated in the region of the upper third of the fis¬ 
sure of Rolando. As the patient’s sufferings were intolerable, Dr. 
Bennett advised operation. When, however, the brain was ex¬ 
posed, no tumor was visible, though the ascending frontal convo¬ 
lution seemed to be somewhat distended. An incision was then 
made into the gray matter in the direction of the blood-vessels, 
and one quarter of an inch below the surface a hard glioma, about 
the size of a walnut, was found and easily removed, hemorrhage 
being arrested by means of the galvano-cautery. After the opera¬ 
tion the patient’s condition remained satisfactory for awhile. The 
pains, vomiting, and convulsions disappeared, and the general 
condition remained good. A hernia of the brain afterwards, how¬ 
ever, developed, cerebritis set in, and the patient died. 


Piscidia, a New Hypnotic. —Piscidia is contained in the 
rind of the root of Piscidia erythrina , a luguminous tree of the 
Antilles. The name piscidia, i. e., fish-killer, is derived from the 
power of a decoction of the root-bark to stun fish, as was well known 
to the inhabitants of the islands. Leifert made a series of interest- 



